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NOTES ON NEW BOOKS RECEIVED AT
SUPREME COURT LIBRARY*
Questioned Documents.
By Albert S. Osburn. Second Edition. Boyd Printing Co.,
Albany. 1929. pp. 1028. The author of this work is a recognized authority of
outstanding ability in this field. As stated in the preface, "The purpose of this
book is to assist in the discovery and proof of the facts in any investigation, or
legal inquiry, involving the genuineness of a document." The excellence of this
work is mostly due to its originality. It is not simply a digest of the law of
different jurisdictions, as are many of the current text books. Its object is to
assist (and qualify) the practitioner in proving the facts in issues arising over
questioned documents of all kinds. It is a most useful reference work to anyone
who may be called upon to investigate or put in evidence the genuineness of a
document.
Roberts' Manual to United States Board of Tax Appeals Reports.
By Charles A
Roberts, of the New York Bar. 2 vols., 1930. Harper & Bros., New York. Since
the establishment of the Board of Tax Appeals in 1924, the number of its written
decisions, published in a set of reports cited as the "B. T. A. Reports," are rapidly
increasing. There are at present 18 volumes on the shelves of the Supreme Court
Library, and these are frequently used by those having questions on income and
estate tax laws. "The Board is an independent agency of the executive branch
of the government", 1 B. T. A. 376, "and has all the attributes of a court and
makes it a tribunal entitled to respect and charged with grave responsibilities."
1 B. T. A. 864. Approximately 35,000 cases have been disposed of, and more
than 8,000 of them by written decisions. Roberts' Manual is a most useful work
in connection with these reports, and contains much pertinent information regarding decisions in the Board of Tax Appeals Reports. As stated in the preface:
"The primary purpose of the manual is to furnish an annotated citator, presenting
in compact form as much information as possible regarding every significant
decision of the Board." Volume 2 contains a Table of Cases, a Topical Index,
and Court Decision Citators covering all Federal Court cases, and the B. T. A.
Citator. This is the latest and most complete reference work on the subject to
date.
Trusts and Trustees. By Jairus Ware Perry. 2 Vols. 1929. Seventh Edition by
Raymond C. Baldes. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. The first edition of this work
was published in 1872. Since that time a number of editors have revised and
brought to date the later editions. It contains a very excellent treatise on the
law of trustees. The latest statutes and court decisions have been cited in the
Seventh Edition. A new feature is the reference to articles in law reviews, and
citations to the National Reporter System. The work is generally regarded as
authoritative and is frequently cited in judicial decisions.
*EDITOR'S NOTE: It is sometimes convenient to know what recent texts, reports, etc., are available at
the Supreme Court Library, and Mr. Fred Y. Holland. of the Denver Bar, Librarian of the Supreme Court
Library, has kindly consented to supply Dicta monthly with brief notes as to new books received.
It is
hoped this service may be of service to our readers.

